Explanatory Note
The process of determining interaction and support levels (member station/utility categorization process) during the years 2015-2018 allowed to accumulate huge experience and identify some methodology and categorization challenges. Additionally, WANO documentation and terminology have since been updated. In 2018, WANO Moscow Center has made a decision to revise Methods (Process) to Determine Interaction and Support Levels, R18.1-2015.
Major challenges included as follows:
- the core of administrative support
- the use of a Submitting even reports to WANO criterion 
- the use of a Providing experts to participate in WANO programmes at WANO's requests criterion. 
- ambiguous use of Category C criteria.
- similar results of using criteria from sections “WANO Membership Obligations” and “Operational Performance”. 
A Working Group comprising WANO MC Representatives was set up to revise the methods based on the above decision. WANO-MC Expert-Analytical Group members presenting the majority of WANO MC operating companies were asked to provide proposals on how to revise the methods. All the proposals have been analyzed and taken into account. 
Major updates made to the Methods (Process) to Determine Interaction and Support Levels R18.1-2015 include as follows:
1. A new Section ‘Objectives of the Process to Determine Interaction and Support’ was added.
2. All sections of the documents recognize that categorization process may identify interaction/support levels at both WANO MC member plants and utilities. The cause thereof is attributed to the fact that Atomflot FSUE has been taking part in the process of identifying interaction and support levels since 2018.
3. Subcriteria of Operational Performance section have become full-fledged criteria, which makes them more valuable for decision-making on interaction levels.
4. The process of identifying interaction levels has been updated to increase the significance of Operational Performance criteria.
5. New Primary Support Resources and Interaction and Support Levels subsections identifying types of resources and terms of usage thereof depending on the attained interaction level. 
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]A support resource concept was introduced, including “Budget Resource”, “Additional Resource” and “Аdministrative Resource”.
7. A “WANO Criterion for Submittal of Event Reports” was updated in terms of terminology and reporting dates to comply with WANO Document MN|01, Operating Experience Subprogramme, and WANO Reference Manual. A footnote “Per information submittal process established in the respective utility” was added with the Operating Experience Group approval. 
8. A criterion “Occurrence of Significant or Noteworthy Events” that reveal major issues at the station was updated in terms of terminology to comply with WANO Document MN|01, Operating Experience Subprogramme, WANO Reference Manual. A footnote “Events that occurred due to external causes not related to plant performance are not taken into account” was added with the Operating Experience Group approval. 
9. Action dates have been identified based on criterion “Development of Corrective Actions Addressing MSM Recommendations in WANO MC” according to WANO MC Member Support Mission Guideline G2-2017.
10.  The wording of the majority of other criteria was updated based on proposals and comments provided. Some terms and abbreviations have been corrected, for example, MS term replaced the TSM term, “WANO MC Representative” is now used instead of “WANO MC Site Representative”, etc.
